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Brief History of the ABA Medicaid Benefit
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Intensive Behavioral Intervention. Contingent on the Health and Human 
Services Commission (HHSC) adding intensive behavioral intervention (IBI) as 
a Medicaid benefit for persons under age 20* with a diagnosis of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, HHSC may expend funds appropriated above in Strategy 
A.1.5, Children, to reimburse for provision of IBI services.
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Initial Advocacy Efforts- 2012- 2015

From 2012-2015 Approximately 10 
children gain access to ABA through the 
state Medicaid plan without a State Plan 
Amendment

HHSC stops approving clients, citing 
language from CMS July 2014 
informational bulletin regarding “Other 
Licensed Practitioners”

Behavior Analysts in Texas, say, “ok, we’ll 
get licensed”.



SB 589- Licensed Behavior Analysts



We got licensed… give us Medicaid coverage 
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We did it!



Draft policy



Hurricanes, COVID and a  Power Grid disaster



Rate hearings



Education & Public Policy Initiatives



Provider Enrollment, Contracting & 
Credentialing



The hard work should be done…



Challenge #1- TMHP



Challenge #2- MCOs



Challenge #3- No one is following the rules



Challenge #4- Inaccuracies



Challenge #5- Educating LBAs, Diagnosing 
Providers & Families



Challenge #6- No one seems to know exactly 
what they want



Need for Continued Advocacy, Education & 
Involvement



What’s next



Get Involved


